Andy Thomas and Dave Benton
Commercial Fishery Focus - Etang de Brigueuil

Commercial Fishery Focus:

Etang de Brigeuil

INTERNATIONAL CARPER

Etang de Brigueuil is a relatively new lake on
the French carp fishing scene, so when Dave
and I got an invite to fish the lake, we couldn’t
believe our luck. It was to be our first time fishing
in France and to say that anticipation levels were
high would be a bit of an understatement! We
were like a couple of kids waiting for Christmas
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Day to arrive and for weeks we could think of
nothing else. The time for the off soon arrived and
after a short ferry crossing to Calais we were on
our way to the lake.
Brigueuil is set in the tranquil, rural Limousin
region of France and is about 40km off the main
A20 motorway to
Limoges, less than
10km from the town
We were met by english
of St. Junien.
owners, andy & Tracey.
We arrived at the
lake around 5.00
p.m. and our first
impressions were,
WOW! What a
stunning lake, well
worth the journey
overseas. English
owners Andy and Tracey greeted us (with
a smile and a nice cold beer). The couple
have had the lake for three or four years and
have certainly worked very hard to make
the improvements that are now in place.
Brigueuil was drained in November 2006
and all the poisson chat were removed.
The draining also gave the owners the
chance to quantify the carp and to see how
the fish stocks were doing. Lots of swim
building and repairing has been undertaken
and with the help of Sparsholt College
it’s all finished to a very comfortable and

professional standard. There are only 12 swims,
including a few doubles and The Chalet Swim,
which can only be fished by exclusive booking of
the chalet itself. The swims are sensibly spaced
out so other anglers can’t encroach you on. Each
swim has a lot of water and decent features to fish
to, even if you are using
four rods!
Etang de Brigueuil
dates back to
Napoleonic times and,
as such, has no silly
rules, so your fishing
is hassle-free and yes,
night fishing IS allowed.
The lake itself is
approximately 25 acres
in size with average
depths of around 5ft. It’s mainly a silt/clay bottom
and beds of lily pads are in abundance with
field- and tree-lined banks making for a very
picturesque fishery indeed.
One thing we noticed was how quiet the place
is, with the only interruptions being from the
carp! The lake boasts a very good stock and is
said to contain around 600 carp with the first
few just starting to nudge the ‘Big Five O’. There’s
a massive head of 20s and close to 60 x 30pounders, a lot of which are upper-30. Looking
at the pictures of the captures other anglers have
had from the lake I’d say that the 40s aren’t

“We arrived at the lake
around 5.00 p.m. and
our first impressions
were, WOW! What a
stunning lake, well worth
the journey overseas”

